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The launch timing for this mission will shift 
slightly each day of the launch window.
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RECO VE RY 
MISSION
A major step in  �O�C�M�K�P�I���G�N�G�E�V�T�Q�P
�C���T�G�W�U�C�D�N�G���T�Q�E�M�G�V

Running Out Of Toes will be Rocket Lab’s 
�Ì�•�†�º�µ�‹�I�y�Ò�Ò�•�´�Å�Ò�I�Ò�º�I�È�•�Ò�Ö�È�µ�I���®�•�†�Ò�È�º�µ�<�Ì�I�›�¡�È�Ì�Ò�I 
stage back to ��arth from space. After 
�º�Å�Ò�¡�´�¡�î�¡�µ�œ�I�Ò� �•�I�Å�È�º�†�•�Ì�Ì�I�›�È�º�´�I�º�Ö�È�I���È�Ì�Ò�I�È�•�†�º�á�•�È�è�I
mission – ‘Return To Sender’ - just six months 
ago, Rocket Lab continues to progress closer 
�Ò�º�I�Ì�´ �y�®�®�I�®�y�Ö�µ�†� �I�á�•� �¡�†�®�•�I�È�•�Ö�Ì�y�…�¡�®�¡�Ò�è���I

But here is how this mission’s retrieval process is different. 



ViEWING  
A LAUNCH  
ONLINE

https://www.rocketlabusa.com/about-us/updates/link-to-rocket-lab-imagery-and-video/
https://www.rocketlabusa.com/about-us/updates/link-to-rocket-lab-imagery-and-video/
https://www.rocketlabusa.com/about-us/updates/link-to-rocket-lab-imagery-and-video/
https://www.rocketlabusa.com/missions/next-mission/
https://www.youtube.com/RocketLabNZ
https://www.rocketlabusa.com/live-stream


Location

Wairoa District Council has allocated a rocket launch viewing area for the 

https://www.visitwairoa.co.nz/welcome-to-wairoa/space-coast-new-zealand
https://www.visitwairoa.co.nz/welcome-to-wairoa/space-coast-new-zealand


Hrs:Min:Sec 
From Lift-off

Event �I�,�È�•�†�º�á�•�È�è�I�•�á�•�µ�Ò�Ì�I�¡�µ�I�È�•�‹�-

-04:00:00 Road to the launch site closed

-04:00:00 Electron is raised vertical, fueling begins 

-02:30:00 Launch pad personnel exit area ahead of launch

-02:00:00 ���®�•�†�Ò�È�º�µ�I���®�®�•�‹�I�â�¡�Ò� �I�®�¡�Ç�Ö�¡�‹�I�º�ç�è�œ�•�µ�I�,�5�A�n�-

-02:00:00 Safety zones are activated for designated marine space

-00:30:00 Safety zones are activated for designated airspace

-00:18:00 GO/NO GO poll

-00:02:00 Launch auto sequence begins

-00:00:02 Rutherford engines ignite

00:00:00 �5�¡�›�Ò�2�º�›�›

+00:02:30 �;�y�¡�µ�I���µ�œ�¡�µ�•�I���Ö�Ò�I�A�›�›�I�,�;�����A�-�I�º�µ�I���®�•�†�Ò�È�º�µ�<�Ì�I���È�Ì�Ò�I�Ì�Ò�y�œ�•

+00:02:33 �S�Ò�y�œ�•�I���I�Ì�•�Å�y�È�y�Ò�•�Ì�I�›�È�º�´�I�S�Ò�y�œ�•�I�	

+00:02:36 Electron’s Stage 2 Rutherford engine ignites

+00:03:11 Fairing separation 

+00:06:05 Battery hot-swap 

�V�������������	�� ���®�•�†�Ò�È�º�µ�I�›�¡�È�Ì�Ò�I�Ì�Ò�y�œ�•�I�È�•�2�•�µ�Ò�È�è�I�;�y�ç�I�N

+00:07:29 �S�Ò�y�œ�•�I���I�‹�È�º�œ�Ö�•�I�Å�y�È�y�†� �Ö�Ò�•�I�¡�Ì�I�‹�•�Å�®�º�è�•�‹

�V���������������� �S�Ò�y�œ�•�I���I�¡�Ì�I�Ì�Ö�…�Ì�º�µ�¡�†

�V���������������� �S�Ò�y�œ�•�I���I�´�y�¡�µ�I�Å�y�È�y�†� �Ö�Ò�•�I�¡�Ì�I�‹�•�Å�®�º�è�•�‹

+00:08:44 �S�Ò�y�œ�•�I���I�º�†�•�y�µ�I�Ì�Å�®�y�Ì� �‹�º�â�µ

+00:08:45 Electron reaches orbit

+00:08:53 Stage 2 separation from Kick Stage

+00:51:20 Kick Stage Curie engine ignition



Overall 



LAUNCH  
VISIBILITY MAP

Note: 
Numbers apply  
to the centre  
of the circle.

Marker Mission Time

1 T+ 01:00

2 T+ 01:30

3 T+ 02:00

4 T+ 02:30

5 T+ 03:00

6 T+ 03:30

7 T+ 04:00

8 T+ 04:30

9 T+ 05:00

10 T+ 05:30

11 T+ 06:00

12 T+ 06:30

13 T+ 07:00

When and where to spot the launch 



Contact 

us       rocketlabusa.com       media@rocketlabusa.com 




